
Appendix I Definition of terms  
Term  Definition 

Abortion Termination of pregnancy or expulsion of embryo/fetus before viability. The limit of viability in Uganda is 28 

weeks. 

Maternal near-miss A woman who nearly died but survived a complication that occurred during pregnancy, childbirth or within 42 

days of termination of pregnancy. 

Abortion-related  

near-miss 

A case of severe abortion complication with either organ dysfunction, severe sepsis, transfusion of at least two 

units of blood, or laparotomy.  

Severe abortion 

morbidity 

A woman presenting with: a fever (body temperature >38°C), a suspected septic abortion AND either heart rate 

>90, respiratory rate >20, or laboratory signs of infection, severe anemia following abortion needing any blood 

transfusion. 

Maternal death  A death of a woman while pregnant or within 42 days of termination of pregnancy, irrespective of the duration 

and the site of pregnancy, from any cause related to or aggravated by the pregnancy or its management, but not 

from accidental or incidental causes. 

Abortion-related 

maternal death 

A maternal death due to spontaneous or induced termination of pregnancy before 28 weeks. 

Live birth Birth of a baby who shows evidence of life. 

Severe abortion 

morbidity ratio 

Number of all cases with severe abortion complications per 100000 live births. 

Abortion-related near-

miss ratio 

Number of abortion-related near-miss cases per 100000 live births. 

Abortion-related 

mortality ratio 

Number of maternal deaths due to abortion per 100000 live births. 
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Appendix II: Flow chart of the patient inclusion  

 

 

 

 

12843 

Severe maternal morbidity 

cases 
9532 non-abortion cases 

excluded 

 
3311 

Coded as abortion 

complications 

56 women excluded  

Gestation age >27 weeks (n=41) 

Ectopic pregnancy (n=15) 

3255 

Women screened for 

gestation age 

812 women with no 

documented gestation age 

2443 women with documented 

gestation age 

60 women coded as 

PPH with gestation 

age < 28 weeks 

3315 women included in analysis 

1507 abortion near-miss   

cases 

1808 cases NOT qualifying as abortion 

near-miss  
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