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APPENDIX - Methods

Under the Tackling Deadly Diseases in Africa Programme (TDDAP), a collaboration between WHO
and the UK’s Department for International Development (now part of the Foreign, Commonwealth &
Development Office (FCDO)), we conducted systematic searches of four bibliographic databases

(IBSS, Scopus, MEDLINE and Web of Science), and a grey literature search and document analysis.

Academic/peer-reviewed literature search

1. Alandscape scan of the literature was conducted, using academic search engines and
recommendations from academic and WHO colleagues with expertise in the research area.
2. Based on this, notes were taken relating to:
a. Keywords used in the literature; and
b. Other referenced literature referred to that may be relevant and worthy of follow-
up.
3. Keywords were generated based on the scoping review, research question and objectives.
4. Four bibliographic databases were searched (IBSS, Scopus, MEDLINE, Web of Science)
a. Records were identified;
b. Key concepts, topics and findings were highlighted;
c. Alternative keywords, American vs British spellings, MeSH (medical subject
headings) terms were considered; and

d. Final search terms and search strings were compiled.
Search terms

The following keywords and Boolean operators were used in conducting literature searches in the
four bibliographic databases during April-June 2019:

(“public health institute” OR “public health institutes” OR “public health institution” OR
“public health institutions” OR “public health agency” OR “national public health institute” OR
“national public health institutes” OR “national public health institution” OR “national public health
institutions” OR “institut national de santé publique” OR “centre for disease control”) OR (“academic
institute” OR “academic institutes” OR “academic institution” OR “academic institutions” OR “public
health school” OR “public health schools” OR “university” OR “universities” OR “research institute”
OR “research institutes” OR “research institution” OR “research institutions”)

AND

(“health system strengthening” OR “health system resilience” OR “global health security” OR

“health security” OR “six building blocks” OR “emergency preparedness and response” OR
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