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Annex IV. Criteria for hierarchal classification of abortion-related complications

WHO Near-Miss Criteria (264, 1.9%)

Organ N (%)
dysfunction

Cardiovascular 165 (62.5)
Respiratory 61 (23.1)
Renal 27 (10.2)
Coagulation 33 (12.5)
Neurologic 29 (10.9)
Hepatic 18 (6.8)
Uterine 26 (9.9)

Potentially-life threatening complications
(PLTC) (957, 7.0%)

Symptoms N (%)
Severe haemorrhage 703 (73.5)
Severe systemic infection 327 (34.2)
Uterine perforation 39 (4.1)

Moderate (7953, 58.2%)

Symptoms N (%)

Bleeding 7656 (96.3)
Heavy bright red vaginal
bleeding (with or without clots),
Blood soaked
pads/towels/clothing, pallor
Suspected

intraabdominal  injury
Abdominal pain/cramping,
nausea, vomiting
distended/tense/hard

abdomen Shoulder pain
Decreased bowel sounds,
rebound, tenderness

Infection

Chills, fevers, sweats Foul
smelling vagina discharge History
of interference with pregnancy

850 (10.7)

494 (6.2)

Mild (4424, 32.4%)

Signs and symptoms on initial
assessment
Vaginal Bleeding

Cervix open

Abnormal vital signs based on
temperature, heart rate,
systolic/diastolic blood pressure, and
respiratory rate

Uterine tenderness

Abnormal mental status Agitated,
lethargic, comatose

Abnormal abdominal examination
Rebounding/guarding. Distended,
decreased bowel sounds, tense/hard,
tenderness on palpitation

Abnormal appearance
Sick-looking, pallor, jaundice, clammy

Cervical Motion Tenderness
Foul smelling vaginal discharge
Evidence of foreign body
Adnexal mass

N (%)

3470 (78.4)

3529 (79.8)

1156 (26.1)

736 (16.6)

627 (14.2)

633 (14.3)

440 (9.9)

362 (8.2)
237 (5.4)
25 (0.57)
11 (0.25)
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