
Appendix S1 – Reflexivity Statement 

 
1. How does this study address local research and policy priorities? 

 
Low birthweight (< 2500g) is a key concern in the study settings as around 1 in every 5 
newborns in India is a low birthweight baby. 
 
2. How were local researchers involved in study design? 

 
The local study team designed and conducted the formative research which was used to 
develop the study intervention. The study was developed with inputs from researchers based 
at Society for Applied Studies, India, the World Health Organization, Switzerland, and 
University of Bergen, Norway 
 
3. How has funding been used to support the local research team? 

 

The funding was used for organising workshops and supporting the travel of researchers from 
India to attend courses and analytical workshop in Norway. Funding has also been used for a 
4-year PhD grant to the first and corresponding author (TSC) of the paper. 
 
4. How are research staff who conducted data collection acknowledged?  

 
The senior staff in the data collection team are authors on the manuscript. The field team has 
been acknowledged in the manuscript. 
 
5. Do all members of the research partnership have access to study data? 

 
All members of the partnership have access to the data. 
 
6. How was data used to develop analytical skills within the partnership?  

 
The study data was used by researchers based in India for conducting the data analysis. The 
study also forms the basis of the PhD fellowship of the first author (TSC) at the University of 
Bergen, Norway. 
 
7. How have research partners collaborated in interpreting study data? 

 
The first draft of the analysis was conducted by TSC along with ØAH with support from KAJ 
and HS. OFN helped interpret the study data. The results were shared with the research 
partners and the first draft was developed in a joint workshop. 
 
8. How were research partners supported to develop writing skills? 

 
The research team writing comprises a mix of early career researcher as well as senior 
researchers/academics. The doctoral early career researcher (TSC) on the authorship team 
was supported by senior researchers/academics to develop and refine his writing skills. 
 
9. How will research products be shared to address local needs?  
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This manuscript will be published as open access. We will reach out to policy makers in India 
and WHO, for sharing the study findings. Wider dissemination through other media like 
twitter, LinkedIn is also planned. 
 
10. How is the leadership, contribution and ownership of this work by LMIC 

researchers recognised within the authorship? 

 
Six of the authors are from India (first author: TSC; second author: SM; other positions: ST, 
RB, MKB, and NB). 
 
 
11. How have early career researchers across the partnership been included within the 

authorship team?  
 
Early career researcher TSC is included within the authorship team. 
 
12. How has gender balance been addressed within the authorship? 

 
8 authors are male (TSC, OAH, RB, JM, HS, MKB, OFN, KAJ) and 3 authors female (SM, 
ST, NB) 
 
13. How has the project contributed to training of LMIC researchers? 

 
TSC is currently pursuing a PhD at the University of Bergen, Norway. His PhD is focussed 
around assessing the impact of the intervention (Kangaroo Mother Care initiated in 
community settings) on equity and financial risk protection of households. 
 
14. How has the project contributed to improvements in local infrastructure? 

 
This project has not directly contributed to improvements in local infrastructure. 
 

15. What safeguarding procedures were used to protect local study participants and 

researchers? 

 
All the data collected as part of the study is housed at the local institution which was involved 
in design and conduct of the study (Society for Applied Studies, India) in accordance with 
local data safety norms. In line with the Consortium agreement between the partner 
institutions, the data ownership belongs to Society for Applied Studies.  
For further details, please see annex 6 in CISMAC’ Consortium agreement 
(https://www.uib.no/sites/w3.uib.no/files/attachments/consortiumagreement_2015_web.pdf). 
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