
Supplementary File 2: Exposure and outcome indicators 

 Indicator Variable construction 

Demographics Age Categorical: 18-24 years; 25-34 years; 35-49 years 

 Relationship 
status/duration 

Categorical: Not in a relationship; 0-3 year relationship; In a relationship for 3+ 
years 

 Educated above 
primary level  

Binary: Educated above primary level; No education or only primary education 

 Currently 
employed 

Binary: Yes (including informal employment); No 

Childhood 
experiences of 
violence 

Witnessed 
mother being 
beaten by father 
as a child 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Respondents asked: “Did you ever witness your father or mother’s partner 
hitting or abusing your mother as a child?” (Yes; No) 

 Badly beaten by 
parents as a 
child 

 Respondents asked: “Were you ever badly beaten by your parents/caregiver 
as a child?” (Yes; No) 

 Experienced 
child sexual 
abuse 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Coded as ‘Yes’ if answered ‘yes’ to either or both of: 

 “Before the age of 15 years, do you remember ever being touched 
sexually against your will?” (Yes; No) 

 “Before the age of 15 years, do you remember ever being made to 
do something sexual that you didn’t want to do?” (Yes; No) 

 Any abuse 
related 
experience as a 
child 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Coded as ‘Yes’ if experienced at least one of the above three exposures.  

IPV and non-
partner sexual 
violence in 
adulthood 

Ever 
experienced 
physical and/or 
sexual IPV 
(Women) 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Coded as ‘Yes’ if she reports that a partner has ever done at least one of the 
following things to her:  

 Slapped her or thrown something at her that could hurt her 

 Pushed her or shoved her or pulled her hair 

 Hit her with his fist or something else that could hurt her 

 Kicked her, dragged her or beat her up 

 Choked or burnt her on purpose 

 Threatened to use or actually used a gun, knife or other weapon 

against her 

 Threatened to use or actually used a panga (stick) against her 

 Past year 
experience of 
physical  and/or 
sexual IPV 
(Women) 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Coded as ‘Yes’ if she reports that a partner has done at least one of the 
following things to her in the past year:  

 Slapped her or thrown something at her that could hurt her 

 Pushed her or shoved her or pulled her hair 

 Hit her with his fist or something else that could hurt her 

 Kicked her, dragged her or beat her up 

 Choked or burnt her on purpose 

 Threatened to use or actually used a gun, knife or other weapon 
against her 

 Threatened to use or actually used a panga (stick) against her 

 Ever 
experienced 
non-partner 
sexual violence 
since the age of 
15yrs (Women) 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Respondents asked: “Since the age of 15, have you ever been physically forced 
to have sex by someone other than a current partner?” (Yes; No) 

 Ever 
perpetrated 
physical and/or 
sexual IPV (Men) 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Coded as ‘Yes’ if he reports ever having done at least one of the following 
things to a partner: 

 Slapped her or thrown something at her that could hurt her 

 Pushed her or shoved her or pulled her hair 

 Hit her with his fist or something else that could hurt her 

 Kicked her, dragged her or beat her up 

 Choked or burnt her on purpose 

 Threatened to use or actually used a gun, knife or other weapon 
against her 



 Threatened to use or actually used a panga (stick) against her 
 

 Past year 
perpetration of 
IPV (Men) 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Coded ‘Yes’ if put mark next to sad picture, and ‘No’ if put mark next to happy 
picture after being asked the following:  
 
“I would like to give you one more paper. On this paper are two pictures. No 
other information is written on the paper. The first picture is of a happy face, 
the second is of a sad face.  
“No matter what you have already told me during this interview:  

 I would like you to put a mark next to the sad picture if your 
partner/ most recent partner has hurt you either physically or 
sexually in the last 12 months (last 12 months of your most recent 
relationship).  

 Please put a mark next to the happy face if this has not happened to 
you in the last 12 months (last 12 months of your most recent 
relationship).  

 
“Once you have marked the paper, please fold it over, put it in this envelope, 
and seal the envelope. This will ensure that I do not know your answer.”  

Attitudes to 
violence 

Attitudes 
supportive of 
wife-beating 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Coded as ‘Yes’ if respondent believes “ a man has good reason to hit his wife” 
in at least one of the following scenarios:   

 She disobeys him 

 She answers back to him 

 She disrespects his relatives 

 He suspects that she is unfaithful 

 He finds out she has been unfaithful 

 She spends time gossiping with neighbours 

 She neglects taking care of the children 

 She doesn’t complete her household work to his satisfaction 

 She refuses to have sex with him 

 She accuses him of infidelity 

 She tells his secrets to others in the community 

 He is angry with her 

 Believes it’s 
okay for a 
woman to tell if 
she’s 
experiencing IPV 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
Respondent asked: “If a married woman has been beaten up by her husband, is 
it okay for her to tell others?” (Yes; No) 

Ties to the 
community 

Length of time 
living in the 
community 

Categorical: 1-3 years; 4+ years 

 How often talk 
to neighbours 

Categorical: Never/less than once a week; Once a week; Daily 
 
Respondent asked: “Besides greeting, how regularly do you talk or spend time 
with your neighbours?” (Never; less than once a week; Once a week; Daily) 
 

SASA! exposure Degree of 
individual-level 
exposure to 
SASA! (among 
respondents in 
SASA! 
communities) 

Categorical: None; Low/Moderate; High 
 
Respondents were asked:  

 How many times have you seen any of these materials about 
violence against women and relationships between men and 
women (eg. Posters, comics, picture cards, card games, information 
sheets)? (Never; once; few [2-5] times; many [>5] times) 

 How many times have you been to an activity or quick chat in your 
community where you looked at one of the SASA!/CEDOVIP 
materials ( poster, comic, or picture card, etc) and talked about 
violence against women and relationships between women and 
men? (Never; once; few [2-5] times; many [>5] times) 

 How many times have you been to a SASA!/CEDOVIP film, drama or 
listened to an audio play in your community about violence against 
women and relationships between women and men? (Never; once; 
few [2-5] times; many [>5] times) 

 
The SASA! dose variable was coded as follows:  
None= Answered ‘never’ to all three questions 



Low/moderate= Answered at least ‘once’ to any of the three questions, but 
exposed less than ‘High’ dose (below) 
High= Answered at least a ‘few times’ to all three questions, or ‘many times’ to 
at least two questions.  
 

Outcome: Tried 
to help when 
witnessed IPV 

Tried to help 
when 
witnessed/heard 
IPV in 
community in 
past year 
(among those 
who 
witnessed/heard 
IPV in 
community in 
the past 12 
months) 

Binary: Yes; No 
 
This variable is constructed for the subset of respondents who answered ‘Yes’ 
to the following question: “In the last 12 months, have you seen or heard 
violence happening between partners in your community?” (Yes; No) 
 
Respondents were then asked: “Did you do something to try to help?” (Yes; 
No)  
  

 


